2 * 


A 


ankſgiving Sermon 


f FOR FE 


f q 


Victory at DETTINGEN, 


— 


| * 
+ * 


(Price Sixpence . 
| hex 
* 


. 1 
% A 
— 
® — 7 
7 
5 * 
* 6 
* * 
* * 
- - 
© ” 
. 
hos. 
: * 
£ 
-. 
8 SY 
p 9 - 
F 4 
_ 
- 
- 
* * 
>. 
= * H 
” 
4 
A, —— - 
« 5 
n 3 
= * 
* 
4 
* — 
* 97 
* 
- G 
* 
* 
. * 
, 
* 
"= ' 
b 
— * 
. 
+ 
* "FI 
3» 
* 
* 
ay 
- 
. | 
- - * hy = 
* 
5 
« 
: 
2 
rr 
* 
1 
= * * 
as Oo 
= ” 
m_— 
. 
* 
* 
» ; » 
- 
4 
* bn 
SI *** 6 1 
& © WL E 
rn 
» 
adn. 4 
fb * 8 
A * Ip as. * 
— — 4 
W 
* 2 
ob — fs 
ö - 
- * A 
- 
* — 
* © 
* — 


Ton. 
Bs * 
"Nl J 
Ire 

5 

* 
LO 

' 


© 8 
0 
* 
i * 
I 8 . 
% 
1 
85 N 
« 4 J 
* E 
I 
8 — * *% — 


t 


oy 


"8 — ea $43 


$1 


Bis 
* 


C 
- 
— 
- 


4 y 

. 4 
* 

4 

— 
8 ; 
« —— 
= ] 
- p 
bf 


PREACH'D 


i Little-W ild- frank 


The 17% of JuLy, 1743. 
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N 8A LM cxlIV. 9, 10, 3 


T will ſing a new ſong unto thee, O God: 
upon a pſaltery, and an inſtrument of 
ten ftrings will I fing praiſes unto thee: 
It is he that giverh ſalvation unto 
kings : who delivereth David his ſer- 
vant from the hurtful ſword. Rid 
mne, and deliver me from the hand of 
| flrange children; whoſe mouth ſpeak= 
eth vanity, and their right hand is a 
right hand of falſehood. 


P' we did not find the name of he 
man after God's own heart prefix d 
do this pſalm, we ſhou'd, from the 

BSD pious as well as martial ſpirit it 

2 breaths, be tempted to think David 
was the penman of it. It ſeems to have been 
prepared for the ſervice of the tabernacle, and 


 deſign'd to celebrate, in the ſanctuary of the Lord, 


ſome great victory, which, by the ſpecial favour 
of heaven, David had obtain'd over the ene- 
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2 24 Thankſatving-Sermon 5 
mies of Hach and in which his royal perſon 


had been expos'd to imminent danger, and ha 
been very remarkably preſerved. g 


He gives all the glory where it is all juſtly due, 


and records the praiſes of the Lord of hoſts, in 


fuch exalted ſtrains, as his ſpirit only cou'd in- 
ſpire. And to his own thankſgivings, and thoſe 
of his people, he adds the moſt fuitable and 


lively petitions for the divine preſence, and ſuc- 


ceſs in all his future engagements abroad in the 
field, and for all the bleſſings of peace and plen- 
ty on his people at home. 


He begins the facred ſong with his moſt 


humble acknowledgments, that all that valour, 
and military ſkill, which had render'd him fo 
formidable to his enemies, and ſo much the ad- 
miration of his own troops, were not- the pro- 
ducts only of nature and of art, but the gifts of 
God himſelf, and the bleſſed effects of his di- 
vine favour and influence. 
Bleſſed, ſays he, be the LoxD my ftrength, 


_ which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers 
to fight a. In which words, ſome think David 


eſpecially refers to that firſt great military acti- 
on, to which God was pleafed to call him, 
when he was but a youth: an action, in which 
he had the honour of deciding the quarrel be- 


. tween the armies of Ifael and the Philiſtines, 


in a ſingle combat with the giant of Gath. But 
he goes on, — Thou art my goodneſs and my for- 
treſs, my high tower and my deliverer, my ſhield, 
and he in whom I truſt: who fubdueth my people 


2 Pfalm caliv. 1. 
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for the Viftory at Dettingen. 3 


under me. As if he had faid, © Tis true, in 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


* 


the courſe of the wars in which I have been 
engag d, I have been often oblig'd to thoſe 
faſtneſſes that nature has in ſome places pro- 
vided, and to thoſe towers and bulwarks 
which have been erected by art ; I have been 
often reſcued from danger by the bravery 


of my troops, and have with frequent ſuc- 


ceſs, made uſe of weapons both of the of- 
fenſive and defenfive kind: but neither for- 
tifications nor armour, neither ſword nor 
ſhield, neither the number nor courage of the 
forces under my command, nor my own va- 
lour and fortitude, and fill in the art f 
war cou'd have deliver d me, and given me 


victory, if God had not been on my ſide: tis 


he that, by his ſpecial fayaur — pan 
has furniſhed me with theſe advantages; and 
when I have been deprived of any of them, 
he has often by the ſignal, and even_miracu- 
lous interpoſition of his providence, 4eliver'd 
me out of the hands of my enemies, and 


< made me to triumph over them. 


<« The great Lord of hoſts has approved ies. 
ſelf to be my God, and has not only often 
made my Gs abroad to fly and fall before 
me, but, while I have been ſucceſsfully | 
fighting for my country againſt foreign ene- 
mies, he has overcome the factious ſpirits of 
many of my own deluded ſubjects at _ 
he has . my people an me. 
| B 2 David 
| > Pfalm exliv. 2. 5 OT 
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« cf 7 bankſgiving-Sermon 


David had great opportunities of making the 


moſt juſt and uſeful obſervations upon hu- 
man nature, and had, in his own circumſtan- 
ces, experienced much of the viciſſitude of all 


things here below; ſo that to his lively thankſ- 


givings, he with great propriety, adds the hum- 


ble ſenſe he had of his own perſonal weakneſs 
and unworthineſs: and tho' he was, by the 


divine favour, at preſent ſeated in ſo high a ſta- 
tion, and honour'd with ſo many peculiar ad- 


vantages above other men, yet, whatever opi- 
nion any might entertain of his condition, Da- 
vid wou'd ftill remember that he was but a 


man; and Lok p, ſays he, what is man, that 


thou takeſt knowledge of him? or the ſon of man, 
that thou makeſt account of him? Man is he to 
wanity: his days are as a ſhadow that paſſeth 


away ©, 


And this pious and knmble acknowledg- 


ment, is ſucceeded with an earneſt application 
for divine aid, againſt the future attempts of his 
enemies, in a ſublimity of language, that has 


been but faintly copied by the greateſt maſters 


of poetry, among either the antient Greeks or 


Romans, or thoſe of later times. Bow thy hea- 
Bens, O Lob, and come down: touch the 
mountains, and they ſhall ſmoke. Caft forth 
hghtnings, and ſcatter them: ſhoot out thine ar- 


"rows, and deſtroy them. Send thine hand from 
above, rid me, and deliver me out of great wa- 
ters, from the hand of ſtrange children : whoſe 

mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and their right hand is a 


'right hand of falſhood d. 


« Palm cxliv. 3, 4. * Ver. 5—8, Imme- 
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for the 7 ictory at Dettingen. . 5 

Immediately after theſe words follow thoſe 

which I firſt read to you, and in which I have 
to conſider, 


5 


I. Davids reſolution to praiſe God, and the 
manner in which he expreſſes it: I will 
Ang a new ſong unto thee, O Gov, pon 4 
Pſaltery, and an inftrument F ten frrings 
will T fing praiſes unto thee. 


II. The argument of his thankſgiving on 


this occaſion. 


1. That all ſalvation and victory belon gs 
to the Lord. It is he that giveth ſab 


- tation unto kings; and, 


2. That in the great dangers he himſelf 

aſſed thro' in the field, God had made 

* the object of his ſpecial care and 

preſervation: Mo delivereth David his 

N from” the * he N And 
en 


m. His prayer for future deliverance and 
ſucceſs. Rid me, and deliver me from the 
band of ſtrange children; whoſe mouth 
eaketh vanity, and their right hand 1s @ 


right hand of falſhood. 


Each of theſe I ſhall attempt a little to ex- 
plain, and then proceed to make ſome improve- 
ment of the whole, with reference to the occa- 
fion of our ſolemn thankſgiving this day. 


I. Then, 
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6 A Thankſgiving-Sermon 
I, Then, we have David's reſolution to 
0 praiſe God, and the manner in which he 
reſolves to perform it. IJ will ing a new 
ng unto thee, O God, &c. 


In the remembrance of paſt favours of this 
ſort, he will magnify the name of the Lox»; 
and in the experience of any freſh ſalvation, he 
is determin'd to offer up his praiſes to him, to 
whom they will be always juſtly due. Burt, 


1, We may here more particularly obſerve, 
that as David was very eminently qualified both 
for the ſceptre and the ſword, ſo he was inſpi- 
red with the moſt extraordinary gifts from 

above, and with the impulſe of the divine Spi- 
rit, to lead the praiſes of the ſanctuary: he was 
the greateſt prophet as well as the greateſt prince 
and captain of his time, and was anointed to all 
theſe ſervices by the ſpecial direction of heaven. 
Many an happy occaſion had he to exert thoſe 
ſacred talents that were beſtow'd upon him: 
many a ſucceſsful battle had he fought as cap- 
tain of the Lord's hoſts, and in many a divine 


"ſong had he recorded the ſalvations and victo- 


ries of MHrael. Thus he determines now to re- 
new his acknowledgments this way ; and as he 
has a freſh occaſion, and a new ſubject, ſo 4 


"new ſong is put into his mouth ©, and he will ce- 
lebrate the late inſtance of the divine favour to 


Himſelf and his people, with a new compo- 
ſition. | A : 
But 
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and to open the ſeals thereof i. 


for the Victory at Dettingen. 5 

But this phraſe is alſo ſometimes uſed to ſig- 
nify excellency; and this ſeems evidently inclu- 
ded in the ſignification, when we read of 2 new 


name f — the new Feruſalem 8—and new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs h. 


and it is fo without doubt with reſpect to the 


ſong mentioned in the revelation, where it is 
faid that the beaſts and elders fell down before 


the Lamb, and having every one of them harps, 


and golden Vials full of odors, they ſung A NEW 
SONG, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 

And again, the 
apoſtle ſays, he heard @ voice from heaven, as 
the voice of many waters, and as the woice of a 


great thunder: and the voice of har pers harping 


with their harps: and they 


fung as it were A 


NEW SON, before the throne, and before the 


Rt ot a, Roos; 


SSOP rant ins7 


| four beafts, and the elders : and nw man cod 


learn that ſong, but the hundred and forty and 


| four thouſand, which were redeemed from the 


earth k. Thus you ſee the moſt excellent, the 
moſt raiſed, and extraordinary actions of praiſe 
are in this manner deſcribed. And thus the pſal- 
miſt, in our text, ſeems to intend, that as the ſub- 
ject exceeded many falvations which he had cele- 
brated before, ſo he won'd bring a heart warm'd 
with ſuperior gratitude, with ſuch gratitude if 
23 as never yet appear d before the throne; 
wou d expreſs his Wants in ſuch ex- 
alted ſtrains as were never ſung before. And 


then, +; David 
f Rer. 17. . ii pet. ii. 13. 
1 Rev. v. 8, 9. * Chap. xiv. 2, 3. 


8 _ A Thankſgiving-Sermon 

2. David plainly intimates that this praiſe 
ſhou'd not be confined to his private retirements, 
where no doubt he was determin'd to pour out 
it the grateful tribute of his own heart; nor only 
! be ffer'd; in hisfamily and court, or at the head of 


wa $ _—_—_ q * 
2 22 22 <» = "4p" ASL 22 — K = 
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ſanctuary of the Lord, and, with the tribes of 

Tjrael, give national thanks to heaven, for nati- 

onal falvations ; for he mentions here the pſalte- 

ry, and the inſtrument of ten firings, to which 
he wou d tune his ſongs on this great occaſion ; 
inſtruments of muſick, ich, tho' we can't at 
this diſtance of time exactly deſcribe, yet were 
ſuch as we know were deyoted to the ſervice of 
the tabernacle. So that we may, I think, preſume 
that David reſolved to go up to the houſe of 

God, to call the prieſts and levites to their al- 
tars, and the ſons of Aſapb, and Heman, and 

eduthun, who were inſtructed in the ſongs of 
the Lord), 1, to offer up this zew ſong, with all 
the advantages of the muſick of that diſpen- 
fation. Moreover, 

3. He adds, with theſe inſtruments will 7 
fog praiſes, in the plural number. I will 
e not only,” as if he had ſaid, offer up a ge- 
neral acknowledgment of the divine favour, 

* and a public thankſgiving for a public bleſ- 
fing, but, on fo extraordinary an occafion as 
«this, I will multiply my praiſes. I will be par- 

« ticular. in recording the diſadvantages which, 
* thro' the goodneſs of God, we overcame, the 
8 ſeaſonableneſs of the divine interpolition for 

our 


y 


11 Chron. xxv. 1, 7, 


his victorious army ; but he wou'd go up to the by 


for the Vifory at Dettingen. 9 
t our deliverance, and all the remarkable cir- 
r cumſtances of our falvation, and the victory 
ic we have obtained. Nor will I only be thus 
te particular, but J will praiſe the great Saviour 
© of I/rael with all my powers, with my 
« heart as well as lips, with the moſt exalted 
te ſtrains of divine poetry, and with the moſt 
2? ©. harmonious notes of ſacred muſick, with my 
* harp and with my voice. Nor will I only 
' © command the aid of all the various orders of 
2 © the prieſts and levites, and thoſe whoſe con- 
e ſtant employment it is to attend the public 
e ſervices of religion; nor be ſatisfied with the 
* © affiſtance of my princes and captains, and 
? < the great men of my court and camp; but 
& all the tribes of 1/-ae/ ſhall join in the chorus 
« of my ng. And this ſhall not be the ſervice 
<* only of a day, but we will repeat the remem- 
ic brance of our ſalvation, and our acknow- 
« ledgments of the divine favour, and never 
forget the loving-kindneſs of the Lord.” And 
then, 4 
4. You ſee who is the only object of David's 
religious honours ——the /:ving and the true 
Gop, the great GO PD of ISRAEL, and his 
owN GOD. JT will Jing a new ſong UNTO 
THEE, O Go p, unto thee will I ſing praiſes. 
The Gods of the heathen David well knew were 
Taols m, "that have eyes, but they cannot , fee; 
ears, but they cannot hear ; banden, but they 
cannot deliver, either themſelves, or thoſe that 
e C Rs = 


1 Chron. xvi. 26, » Plalm exv. ne 


A 
* 


— 


10 A Thankſgiving-Sermon 
truſt in them ; and therefore, how faſhionable 


ſoever their vain and pompous worſhip was a- 
mong the nations, they ſhou'd have no ſhare in 


his ſervices. And tho' he knew how to ſhew 
a proper regard to thoſe officers and ſoldiers 
who behaved well in the fight; and according- 
ly we find the names and characters, eſpecially 


of ſome of thoſe who were moſt eminent in 
the ſervice of this warlike prince, convey'd . 


down to poſterity, in the ſacred chronicles of 
thoſe times, with great marks of honour o, and 
he failed not ſuitably to reward their courage 
and fidelity ; yet they ſhou'd have no ſhare in 


the tribute of praiſe that was due to the God of 


heaven. Tho' he had perhaps the braveſt army 


in the world, and his troops were the beſt diſ- 


ciplin'd and appointed, yet by much experience 
he knew, that the race was not to the fewrft, nor 
the battle to the ſtrong p; and, as he obſerves in 


this context, that the greateſt of men are but 


vanity, and their days, as well as their abilities, 
but as a ſhadow that paſſeth away *: therefore, 
while ſome placed their confidence in man, and 
others truſted in chariots and in borſes, David's 


dependance was on the great and eternal ] E- 


HOVAH. He had preſided over his councils, 


and ſucceeded his arms, and therefore he was 


reſolved he ſhou'd have all the glory of his fal- 


vations and conqueſts. He wou'd not give it 


to others, nor take it to himſelf. He had in- 
deed a great meafure of courage, and military 
Igkill, 


"74 Chroa. xi. 4 Verſe 4. 


y Ecclel. ix. 11. 
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for the Viclory at Dettingen. 11 
Mill; and victory, no doubt, was often, under 
God, in a great meaſure owing to his preſence 
in the field ; God himſelf alſo owns him as the 
man after his own heart * ; but notwithſtanding 
all this, David did not dare to aſcribe ſalvation 
to his own ford or bow, to the wiſdom of his 
councils, or to the power of his arms 3, nor to 
receive the favour of heaven as a debt due to 
any merit of his own. But ro the Lord he 
wou'd ing praiſes, and David's God ſhou'd 
have the glory of all his ſuccefles, as it was his 


juſt due, to whom belongs ſalvation t and viclo- 


7y u, the Lord of hoſts, who was to him for a 
crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, and 


for a ſpirit of judgment, when he fat in judg- 


ment, and for ſtrength, when he turned the 
battle to the gate w. Thus, upon this ſolemn 


occaſion, David reſolves to celebrate the glo- 


ries of that Being, who ſits in the heavens, and 
holds the reins of government in his own hand, 
whoſe wiſdom fearch'd the moſt ſecret counſels 
of his enemies, furniſh'd him with ſkill to cir- 
cumvent their devices, and taught his hands to 


var, and bis fingers to fight ; whoſe ſpirit diſſi- 


ated the courage of his enemies, and inſpired 


him and his troops with reſolution and valour ; 


whoſe holy arm got him the victory, who made 
known his ſalvation, and openly ſhewed his rigb- 
feouſneſs in the fight of the heathen x; whoſe 
truth fulfill'd every promiſe to David; and, in 
| " C'S one 


7 1 Sam, xili. 14. * Plal.xliv. 3,6. Pal. iii. 9. 
\ x Chron, xxix. 11. Ila. xxvii. 5,6. * Pl, xcvili. U, 2, 


* 
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one word, who 7s good, and his mercy, notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſinfulneſs of his people, endu- 
reth for ever y. But! Proceed, 


II. To conſider more particularly the argu- 
ment of David's praiſe; which is found- 
ed, firſt, on a more general obſcrvation 
I rs Ged that groeth ſalvation unto 
kings: and, ſecondly, on the experience 
he himſelf had of perſonal deliverance 

Who aelivereth David his ſervant 

from the hurtful ford. 


1. Ut is be that giveth ſalvation unto kings. 
A change is uſed in this paſſage from the ſecond 
perſon to the third, which we find alſo in other 


places, particularly in P/al. Ixv. 5, 6. and is 


an elegancy in the Hebrew language, which 


doth not fully appear in ours. I muſt alſo ob- 


| ſerve, that the word here tranſlated ation, 
ſignifies alſo vi&ory, and fo we find it rendered 


in the margin of our bibles, in this place. Sao 


that the higheſt order of men, kings themſelves, 
and the moſt powerful among kings, with all 
their counſellers, their FO ug and their forces, 
with all their own armies, and all the. alliances 
they can form with other princes and nations, 
are unable to deliver either themſelves or thine 


people, in the day of danger; tis God only that 


grveth ſalvation to kings: and when their ene- 


mies fly before them, or fall in the day of bat- 
tle, it is be to whom the glory of the victory be- 
longs. Nor doth + great and important truth 
only 
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for the Victory at Dettingen. 13 
only ſtand thus clearly and” fully aſſerted by 
David, but muſt be acknowledged by all who 
own the exiſtence of a God, and believe in the 
ſuperintendency of his providence over human 
affairs; and they muſt level themſelves with 
the brutes that periſh or rather fink below them, 
For if it be impoſlible for 
any regularity to be preſerved in the ſyſtem of 
the univerſe, or indeed that any great event 
ſhould be brought about, without the concur- 
rence of multitudes of thoſe of leſſer moment 
in themſelves, ſurely every one muſt allow that 


* thoſe of the greateſt importance are under the 
ſpecial influence of Heaven. And if reaſon as 


well as ſcripture may convince us, that all the 
hairs of our heads are number d, and that there is 
not a ſparrow falls to the ground without our 
fatherz, certainly we muſt conclude, that, when 
nations contend in the field, and kings go forth 


70 battle, the great Arbiter of heaven and earth 


will on ſuch occaſions preſide, and the Lord 


of. hoſts will hold the ſcale of victory in his 


own hand, Nor does the facred hiſtory of the 
kings of Fudah and T/ael, in their contentions 
with other ſtates and princes, as well as with 
one another, only furniſh us with a ſeries of 
undeniable evidence of the wiſe and watchful 
government of providence all along; / but in- 
deed univerſal hiſtory teſtifies the ſame thing, 
and that of our own nation, in ſo particular 


z a manner, that he who is not I think wilfully 
blind, tho' he runs may read it. 


Tho' the 
| - ſons 
2 Matth. x. 29, 30. 
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14 A Thankſoiving- Sermon 
ſons of men be ever ſo great, they muſt ſtill re- 


member that God is above em. He putteth down 


one prince, and be ſerteth up another a, and he doth 
whatever he pleaſes among all the hoſts of hea- 
ven, and the inhabitants of the earth. But, 

2. David adds the experience he himſelf had 
of a very ſpecial ſalvation IT is he that deli- 
erer bis ſervant David from the hurtful 


Fword, 


And here you ſee that, as the great apoſtle 


of the Gentiles delights to ſtile himſelf the ſer-= 


vant of the Lord 0 0 Chriſt, fo David, great 
as he was, valued himſelf chiefly on this cha- 
rafter. He was indeed high in the eſteem of 


men, anointed by the divine direction, and 


ſeated in a very exalted throne by the provi- 
dence of God, and he knew very well how to 
maintain the dignity of the royal character he 
bore; but yet, when he approaches the King 
of kings, he bows himſelf at his ſacred foot- 
ſtool, lays all his worldly grandeur in the 
duſt, and declares it to be his higheſt ambition 
to be eſteemed the ſervant of the Lord. All 


princes tis true may in ſome ſenſe be called fo, 


as they are inſtruments in God's hand to exe- 
cute his pleaſure, and this is ſometimes, in a 
providential way, brought about by the worſt of 
men. But David means more than this: and 


whoever obſerves the words cloſely, will ſee 
that there is an humble triumph expreſs d in 


them, and that with great beauty and energy, 
Other princes might glory in the ſubjection C 


b Pſalm herr. 7. 
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for the Victory at Dettingen. 1 


te nations of this world to their authority, but 
he counted it his chief honour to be the ſervant 
of the God of heaven. 


their power and their pleaſure the rules of their 
government, and the gratification of their own 
ſenſual and ambitions minds the only ends of 
it ; while the will and pleaſure of God was that 
which regulated the adminiſtration of David, 
and his glory and the good of his people 1/ael, 
were the principal deſigns he had in view. And 
thus alſo, while he was ſo highly exalted above 
the people, he did not forget that he was ac- 


' countable to the King of kings, as a fer vant to 


his maſter. And happy indeed are the few that 


in ſuch elevated ſtations, and ſurrounded with 


ſo many ſnares, can claim this character. Such 


princes are truly honourable in themſelves, and 


great bleſſings to mankind, who, by their own 


1 truſt and confidence in God, by the juſtice and 


equity of their government, and the virtue of 


their examples, recommend the honour and 
glory of the Divine Majeſty, as well as the ſo- 
cial obligations men ſtand in to one another, to 
the religious regard of their ſubjects; who in- 
ſtead of being enemies to God and tyrants over 
men, are the ſervants of the Lord, and the 
nurſing fathers of their people. Such a prince 
was David, and he had long experience that 
God had dealt by him in this character, he had 
enjoyed his peculiar protection, and been of- 
ten even miraculouſly delivered by the divine 
providence from the burtful ſiword. 


202 
* This”, 


They might make 
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« This,“ as if he had faid, is a ſpecial proof 


* of what was before aſſerted, that God giveth 
* ſalvation unto kings: for as he raiſed me by 
<* his own hand, and in a very extraordinary 
« way, to the throne of Iſrael; ſo he has, in 
_ « a multitude of moſt remarkable inſtances, 
< engag'd his ſpecial providence in my preſer- 
<* vation and defence, and not only deliver'd 
15 * me, as the k:ng of Iſrael, but as his own 

ervant, and ſhewn that no weapon feorm'd 
F* 0 the favourite of heaven can proſper b. 

The ford of the champion of the Philiſtines, 
which was wrelſted from him by miraculous pro- 
vidence, and put into the hands of David, and 
with which he ſever d that blaſphemer's head 
from his body, was a noble evidence of this; 
and fo were the cruel ſwords of Saul, and of 
Abſalom, and thoſe of innumerable foreign and 
domeſtick enemies, which had been often 
drawn for the deſtruction of David, but thro' 
the interpoſition of heaven, that deſtru- 
ction was prevented, and he continued to a 
good old age, as a living witneſs of the ſpecial 
protection and favour of divine providence, and 
for the great advantage of his country, and of 
the church of God. And he thus piouſly and 
juſtly 1mputes his wonderful deliverance from 
ſo many deaths and dangers, not to accident 


A 


and chance, the watchfulneſs and ſtrength of 


his guards, or to his own. wiſdom, vigilance, 


and courage; but to God only, who was his 


fortreſs and his high tower, his deliverer, and bis 


5 Hield, 


a » Th, liv. 17. 
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zeld*, and who, with his own hand, cover d Bis 
head in the day of battle d. Which leads me, 


III. To conſider Davids prayer, on this oc- 
caſion, for future preſervation and ſucceſs. 
Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of 

ſtrange hi Idren, whoſe mouth ſpeaketh va- 
nity; and their right hand is a right hand 


e Falſbod. 


Thus, as he imputes his deliverance in times 
paſt to the ſpecial providence of God ; fo in the 


view of future dangers he looks to the fame 


refuge : and the arguments on which he founds 


his plea, are taken from the extreme danger to 


which he was expos'd, by the number and 
ower of his enemies, and from their character 
and behaviour. 


The former of theſe he deſcribes in the con- 


text, by great waters e. Their numbers were 


very great, and extended like the bounds of the 


| ocean, and their fury was like its rage in a tem- 


eſt. The waves came rolling on, and threat- 


ned nothing leſs than to bear down all before 


them, and to ſwallow up David, and his army, 
and the nation that he govern d too, in ruin 
and deſtruction. He applies himſelf therefore 
to that God, whoſe ſalvation he had experienc'd 
in times paſt, even when deep called unto deep, 
at the miſe of more dangerous water-ſpouts than 
theſe, and when waves and billows of a more 
terrible Kind had gone over him. Then did the 

D Pe Lord 


© Pfal. cally. 2. a cxl. 7. © Ver. $. 
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Lord command his lovving-kindneſs in the day | fa 
time, and in the night his ſong was with David f. th 
Therefore, in the exerciſe of great wiſdom and 1 
faith, he applies to him who gave to the ſea bis tl 
decree, that the waters ſbou d not paſs his com- & 
mandment 8, who ſaith to the femmes waves, Hi- t! 
therto ſhall ye come, and no further h; Who ſtay-= _ el 
TY eth the raging of the ſea, and the madneſs of | th 
14 the people. The W e and power of Da- de 
hl vid's enemies muſt make them very formidable An 
40 in his view, and render any future encounter . 
Til with them very threatning: but theſe cou'd be 
10 no objections to his faccef., if the Lord would W. 
we engage on his ſide, with whom there is no re- ſu 
all ftraint; who can fave by few, as well as by ma- D 
ny i; who can, whenever he pleaſes, make one fre 
chaſe a thouſand and two put ten thouſand to en 
flight k; and who has frequently choſen ſuch - 


occaſions, to make ÞIS mighty power known in Fol 


the earth. | 
But then we have the character of 8 ene- hy 
mies. And, ; - 
1. They were ftirange children. 1 


By which, firſt of all, foreigners may be 
underſtood, the deſcendants of the Gentiles, as reit 
they ſtand oppoſed to the children of Th-ael. SO nat 
we read in the book of Nehemiah, that the ſeed ye 


| of lirael ſeparated themſelves from all ftrangers, of 
J or, as it is in the Hebrew, from all range 4 de 
1 1 children 1, The nation of the Fews were of one o 
' | N 885 family he 
— | r Pfal. xlii. 7, 8. Prov. viii. 29. h Job xxxvili. 1 1. N 
i 3 11 Sam. Xiv. 6. Deut. xxxii. 30. ! Chap. ix. 2. : 
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family and blood, their common father was 


the friend of God, and their worſhip and man- 


ner of living ſeparated them from the reſt of 
the world, ſo that all other nations were eſteem- 
ed as ſtrangers to them: and when any of 
them were at war with ael, they were juſtly 


eſteemed more ſo. 


Such, tis likely, were 
theſe, Gentiles, the children of the ſtranger m, the 


| deſcendants of the ancient enemies of 1/-ael, 
and who maintained the ſame diſpoſition to- 
| wards them, as their fathers did. Or, 


Secondly, Some think by range children, 


we are to underſtand, factious and rebellious 
| ſubjects at home. 


For ſuch, you know, was 


David diſtreſsd with, who had degenerated 


from the principles of their anceſtors, and had 


engaged in an unnatural oppoſition.to the good 
of their country, as well as the allegiance due 
to their prince. He had been ſeverely af- 


fected, not only by the baſe and ungrateful 
revolt of many of his ſubjects, to whom he 
had been a common father, but, what was (till 


' own beloved fon Abſalom. 


more dreadfully ſhocking, the rebellion of his 
But, | 
_ Thirdly, Whether he has regard here, to fo- 
reign or domeſtick enemies, or both, it ſeems 
natural to conclude, that he intends thoſe who 
were not only ftrangers and oppoſite to the good 
of thoſe kingdoms he govern'd, and to the 
honour of that crown he wore; but to the 
worſhip of the living and the true God, whom 
he ſerved, who had ſo gracioufly approved him- 
8 D 2 „53 
n Hoſea v. 7. 
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ſelf to be the God of 7 ae!, and ' whoſe pro- 


tection he was now imploring, Thus, this 


character is often in ſcripture join'd with that 


of the uncircumciſed n, and the {dolater?9. And 
from hence it is that wicked and profane per- 
ſons are frequently deſcribed by theſe terms“. 
So the Ziphites, tho Ifraelites by birth, have 
this character given them by David, on ac- 


count of their want of piety and humanity : 


Strangers, ſays he, are riſen up againſt me, and 
oppreſſors ſeek after my ſoul; they have not ſet 
God before them. Selah*. And 'tis in this light, 
that the apoſtle Paul repreſents the caſe of the 
Epbefrans before their converſion, not only on 
account of their birth among the Gentiles, but 


the ignorance and wickedneſs in which they 
were plunged, being wtbout Chriſt, aliens 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers 
from the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, 


and without God in the world r. But, 

2, He goes on, deſcribing them as a people, 
whoſe mouth ſpoke vanity. As they were an 
idolatrous and profane generation, fo they em- 
ploy'd their lips in the worſhip of thoſe idols, 
which are frequently in the ſcriptures moſt juſt- 
ly called vanitiess. Or elle this phraſe may be 
deſign d, to expreſs that boaſting ſpirit which 
Davids enemies had often diſcover'd. For fo 
it was, that the proud champion of the Phili- 


tines 


P Joel iii. 17. comp. 


© Eph, il. 12, 


n Peek. xliv. 7. Chap, xiv. 7. 


q P fal. liv. 3. 


fer. xviii. 15. Acts xiv. 15. 
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Pines treated him; when with an haughty air 
he threw his eyes around, and caſt down a 
contemptuous look on David, when he curſed 
him by his Gods, and ſaid, come to me and Twill 
give thy fleſh to the fowls of the air, and to the 
beaſts of the field t. 


David, but with a mouth of inſolence and va- 


When he not only defied 
nity, dared to % the God of 1/rael®. So 


Saul, in his implacable malice againſt this 


ſervant of the Lord, not only hunted him 
as à partridge on the mountains w, but vowed 
that he ſhould rely die x. And thus Shimei cur- 
ſed David, caſt ones at him, and treated him 
with the moſt opprobrious language, when un- 
der ſuch circumſtances of diſtreſs, as one wou'd 
think ſhou'd have melted the moſt implacable 
temper into compaſſion y, And ſuch was the 
behaviour of the common enemies of God and 
of his people at that time, they uſed High fel 
ing words of vanity and blaſphemy, they boaſt- 
ed of their own ſtrength, they threatned Da- 
vid and his people ſore, ſo that he complains 
that his /6u/ was among lions, that the fongues of 
his enemies were ſet on fire, that their feet 


were ears and arrows, and their tongues were 
travailed with iniquity, 


conceived miſchief, and brought forth falſhood a; 


- with lying lips that r as things proudly, 
2 


and contemptuouſiy b. They ſaid we will purſue, 
we will overtake, we will divide the ſpoil: and as 
= the 

© f Sam. xvii. 42, 43. ® Verſe 45, 1 Sam. xxvi, 20. 


= Chap: XX. 31. Y 2 Sam. xv. Pal. Ivii. 4. 
E Pal. Vil. 14 af Pal, xxxi. 18. . = # -. 
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the king of Aria, afterwards, on whom dof 
thou truſt, vain is the ſtrength of thy alliances? 
or who is the Lord himſelf that he ſhould deli- 
ver thee out of our hand<? In this manner 
boaſted David's enemies, and the enemies of 
Mael, but wherein they dealt proudly, God was 
above them 9, 7 

To this I might add, that Vanity in ſcripture 
often ſignifies falſbood. So David expoſtulates, 
with God's enemies and his own; O ye ſons of 
men, how lung will ye love vanity ; and ſeek after 
Teaſing ©? And fo Agur prays, Remove far from 
me vanity and lies f, &c. But, 
3. This is more fully expreſſed in the laſt 


part of their character, and that is, that heir 


right hand was a right hand of falſhood. 
Buy which ſome think the ſtrength of their 
arms, and fortifications, or the {kill and cou- 


rage of their princes, their officers and armies, 
and thoſe of their confederates is intended; and 


others interpret it of the Gods in whom they 
truſted, Tis true alſo, that ing of the right 
hand was a mode of worſhip among the hea- 
thenss. But what ſeems to me to be the moſt 
natural ſenſe in this place, is, either an alluſion 
to the ancient cuſtom of ſtriking peace and 
friendſhip, as Feb did with Fehonadab the fon 
of Rechab, when he ſaid, 1/_thby heart be right 
7 5 me thine hand; or her to that of 

ifting it up to the moſt high God, when ſo- 


lemn 


ng Iſa. xxxvi. and xxxvii. 4 Exod. xviii. 11. © Pal. 
iv. 25:45 n.. s Job xxzi. 27. 
2 Kings x. 15. | | 
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lemn treaties were bound with oaths. This 


appears to have been a moſt ancient, as well as 
a moſt fignificative form of ſwearing ; and in 
this ſenſe it was that Abraham tells the king of 
Sodom, that he had % up his hand to the Lord, 
the moſt high God, the poſſeſſor of heaven and 


earthi, Thus then, the enemies of David not 


only had their lips fill'd with boaſting and ly- 


ing vanities, but they deceived themſelves in the 


confidence they put in their own arm, and the 


ſtrength and faithfulneſs of their allies, as well 


as the ſalvation they expected from their Gods: 
and when they propoſed friendſhip, it was often 


only a cover for deceit and treachery, and to 


obtain time and proper opportunity to execute 


their wicked purpoſes. His foreign enemies 
had confirm'd many a treaty with the moſt ſo- 


lemn oaths, and it up their hands to the moſt 


high God on thoſe occaſions; but he found that 
theſe engagements, ſacred as they were in them- 
ſelves, were not ſtrong enough to bind men of- 
their falſe and wicked principles; and, as therr 


mouth ſpoke vanity, ſo their right hand was 4 
right hand of falſhood. But to this muſt be add- 


ed, that a perfidiouſneſs ſtill more aggravated 
and unnatural had been found among ſome of 


Davids own ſubjects, who tho' they had dwelt 


under the ſunſhineof his mild and happy govern- 
ment, and had been protected by his ſword and 


buckler, yet they violated their moſt ſacred 
oaths of allegiance to his government, endea- 


vour d artfully to leſſen his royal character and 


influence, 
3 Gen. xiv. 22. 
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influence, to alienate the hearts of their fellow- 
ſubjects from him, and to encourage and 
ſtrengthen the hands of his enemies, and were 
even ſometimes found in open rebellion againſt 


Thus have I endeavour'd to give you what I 
take to be the natural meaning of theſe words 
of David; and TI perſuade myſelf you have al- 
ready allowed in your own minds, that they 
may not be unſuitably applied to the happy oc- 
caſion of our ſpecial addreſſes to heaven this day. 
But it is fit I ſhould proceed to improve that 

application, by a few remarks that may tend 
to warm our religious gratitude to heaven on 
this occaſion, and encourage our future hopes 
in the great God of our falvation. And, 

Here it will be neceſſary for me, firſt of all, 
to put you in mind, that the French nation ha- 
ving long enjoy'd the advantages of peace, and 
much improved their ſtrength, ſince the juſt 
diſcipline they received from the victorious arms 
of the allies, under the command of the great 
duke of Marlborough, have ſhewn they have 
not forgot the icheme of univerſal power, which 
their late monarch had always in his view. 
But that court, watchful of every opportunity 
to make encroachments on its neighbours, and 
to ſubject, if poſſible, all the nations of Europe 
to the ſame yoke, under which its own ſubjects 
have ſo long groan'd, on the death of the late 
emperor, in violation of the moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements, and under the moſt perfidious pre- 

g tence 


0 8 r SO : a 0 
N — 3 e eee ane . 5 1 7 
= . PSS os Se Go * = [ © 20" | ALE: A l , 4 
LEST TSS . "15 PAY A 5 
— 8 ee — » } 4h 1 \ > Y 6 k 
7 = #0 — 4, 3 LAND WT LAS Y £Y 
m_ 5 i a Sa TS 1 © on 1 A # n 
2 8 5 i g * * or 1 = 
i 75 ' 
5 (] 


for the Victory at Dettingen. 25 
tence of guarding the peace of the empire, fo- 
mented jealouſies in the courts of many of its 


rinces, and march'd a powerful army into the 
| of that country. The French ſchemes 


were ſo artfully laid, and ſo many powerful 


princes were drawn into the ſnare; ſome open- 


ly to ſupport their deſigns, and others to neg- 


le& thoſe engagements they were under to aſſiſt 
the houſe of Auſtria, that the progreſs they at 
firſt made was ſuch, as ſpread terror in the 
hearts of all wiſe and good men, under the ap- 
prehenſion of the dreadful conſequences which 
threatned all Europe. Our King very early in- 
' formed his parliament of the ſtorm he ſaw ap- 
proaching ; and notwithſtanding he was en- 
gag'd in a war with Spain, to recover the 


rights of his injur'd people, yet by their aſſiſt- 


ance he ſent ſuch a ſeaſonable ſupply of money to 
the queen of Hungary, as, with the bleſſing of 
God on her arms, greatly contributed to enable 
her to make ſuch a vigorous ſtand againit her 
united enemies, as amaz'd all Europe. And the 
ſucceſſes ſhe ſoon obtain'd, "were ſuch, as w ll be 
laſting teſtimonies of the ſpecial favour of hea- 
ven to ſo juſt a cauſe. Nor will it ever be for- 
gotten, that the righteous God, the avenger of 
the wrongs of the oppreſſed, inſpir'd his Ma- 
jeſty with a noble reſolution, under all the. dif 
advantages attending a malevolent ſpirit, fo- 
mented by the common. diſturbers of all Eu- 
rope, among his own ſubjects, to put himſelf at 


the head of his troops, in order to chtek the 


pride of France, more effectually to ſupport 
2 E this 
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this injur'd princeſs, and to preſerve the balance 


of power, which was brought into ſo much dan- 
ger. His Majeſty no ſooner arrives in his 


camp, but he finds himſelf in the face of an 


army much ſuperior to his own, compoſed 
chiefly of veteranes, and amongſt em many of 
the French king's houſhold troops, command- 
ed by an uncommon number of brave and ex- 
perienced officers, and under the conduct of a 


very great and able general, furniſhed with all 


proper neceſſaries of war, and with a mighty 


train of artillery; a formidable line of which 


was planted on the bank of the river that, front- 
ed their camp, and which was narrow, and 
fordable for the horſe in ſeveral places. The 
French general having receiv'd advice that a con- 
ſiderable number of German troops were com- 
ing up to join the king's forces, found means ſo 


to ſtop the proviſions, that our army was greatly 


ſtraitned; and with all theſe advantages he 


determines immediately to paſs the Main, and 


attack his Majeſty before the junction of theſe 
forces. | TU 

And now, if it be conſider'd, that nothing 
appears to have been wanting either of ſkill or 
reſolution on the part of the enemy, that they 
had greatly the advantage in their numbers, in 
the choice of the ground, of the manner of the 
attack, and to which I will add, the confidence 
they always have in the experience and ardour of 
their Gens darmes, who are juſtly eſteemed 
ſome of the fineſt and braveſt troops in the 
whole world, while at the ſame time they 
| | | Were 
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were not ignorant that the far greater part of 
our Britiſh ſoldiers labour'd under the diſad- 
vantage, of having never yet had an opportunity 
to ſee an enemy in the field; let all theſe things, 
I fay, be conſider'd, and then we ſhall not 
much wonder, that a nation, ſo void of the 
knowledge of God, ſhould make themſelves al- 
moſt ſure of victory: and ſince under all theſe 
diſadvantages it has iſſued in our favour, ſurely 
every rational obſerver muſt own the extraor- 
dinary interpoſition of divine providence in our 
behalf, and confeſs, that fruly, he that is our 
God has, once more, approved himſelf to be the 
God of ſalvation, and unto God the Lord belong 
the iſſues from death k. Nor could we be excu- 
ſed from the guilt of great ingratitude, if we 
did not ing a new ſong unto the Lord on this oc- 
caſion, and humbly acknowledge, that his right 
hand, and his holy arm have gotten him the vi- 
ctory l. 8 
If at this critical conjuncture, and juſt at the 
entrance of our army into the field, and at the 
appearance of our King at the head of it; if, I 
ſay, for the juſt reward of our ſins, victory had 
been given to our enemies, what a ſcene of ſad 
conſequences would have immediately preſented 
itſelf to our view? If our army had fallen a ſa- 
crifice to the rage and pride of France, and 
what to every true Briton, and every hearty 
friend of liberty in Europe muſt be a much 
more dreadful thought, if the perſon of his moſt 
E 2 . © facred 
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facred Majeſty had been the prey of his ene- 
mies, or his moſt invaluable life had been loſt 
in the field of battle, who can conceive of the 
effects of ſuch a cataſtrophe without horror! 
But, bleſſed be that God, who grveth victory to 
Kings; he for his own name ſake brought ſalva- 
tion, that he might make his mighty power to be 
fnown m. It may be truly faid, the Lord God 
was with them, and the ſhout of a king was a= 
mong them. N 

All our accounts agree that the French mar- 
ſhal laid his ſcheme with extraordinary judg- 
ment, and that he paſted the river, planted his 
batteries, and formed his lines with great capa- 
city; but that ſo experienced a general ſhould 
ſo ſoon quit a ſituation, with the advantages of 
a village and a river on the right, mountains on 
the left, and a moraſs before him, for ground 
that was acceſſible in all his front, was an infa- 
tuation that ought to be imputed to the kind 
and gracious hand of that God, who, to an- 
ſwer his own purpoſes, often furnerb wife men 
backward, and maketh their knowledge fooliſbb n. 
The ſeaſonable information the King received 
of the motion of the enemy, which was con- 
ducted with ſo much ſecreſy, and in the night, 
was a remarkable evidence of the watchful care 
of heaven over him and his allies. Nor can 
one ſufficiently admire the preſence of mind 
with which his Majeſty and his general officers 
were furniſh'd, in that prudent and ſpeedy diſ- 
5 5 | poſition 
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poſition. of the troops, as prevented the great 
and immediate danger, to which they were at 
firſt expoſed, by being flank'd by the whole 
French army. 

The action itſelf appears to have been one of 
the moſt ſharp and reſolute, on both ſides, that 
hiſtory has produced. And indeed, it is with 
aſtoniſhment and the warmeſt gratitude, that 
we ought to reflect on the glorious ſucceſs of it, 
conſidering the prodigious fire of the French 
artillery, which were planted to ſuch advan- 
tage, and which our troops were for ſo many 
hours obliged to ſuſtain, before they could come 
to cloſer fight. 

His Majeſty had given ſuch early and illu- 
ſtrious proofs of his valour, in the war in Flan- 
ders'; he had charg'd with that reſolution at the 
battle of Oudenard, when his horſe was ſhot 
under him, and colonel Laſtey fell by his fide, 
that the French nation might juſtly tremble to 
ſee him at the head of a Britiſb and confede- 
rate army : And they will perhaps never forget 
the effects of the attack now made upon him. 
Whether it be agreeable with the law of arms, 
or not; I have not ſkill enough to determine; but 
this, I think 1 may venture to fay, that it very 
ill became the high pretenſions that nation 
makes to generoſity and politeneſs, that their 
field artillery ſhould be chiefly pointed, where 
his royal perſon might moſt reaſonably be ſap- 
poſed to be; and indeed from this, as well as 
the raſh attempt of their þ/ack muſqueteers, it 
ſcems : as if the army had the ſame direction, as 

was 


At 
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was given by the king of Syria to the captains 
that had the rule over his chariots, Fight neither 
with ſmall nor great, but with the king of V 
rael o. But notwithſtanding all this, as no 
diſſuaſion could diaw his Majeſty from the hot- 
teſt part of the action, ſo we can never enough 
adore the mercy of God to theſe nations, who 
covered his royal head in the day of battle *; and 
that he, who giveth ſalvation and victory to 
kings, delivered his ſervant GEO ROE from the 
hurtful fword, Nor can we ſufficiently admire 
that ſkill, reſolution, and activity, with which 
he was inſpired on this great occaſion ; and 
with which he animated the whole army, when 
he formed their lines, and directed the batteries 
of artillery; when he rode thro' the ſeveral 
| ranks, and with ſo admirable an addreſs provo- 
ked the ardour of his troops; and when to all 
this he added his great example, and, with 
ſword in hand, led on the Britiſi foot, thro' fo 
much blood and fire, to victory. 
Nor muſt we forget the care of heaven over 
his royal highneſs the Duke, who fought like 
the ſon of ſuch a father; and. whoſe precious 
life, by the indulgence of the fame providence 
to a ſinful nation, was moſt mercifully preſer- 
ved; . tho' he received a dangerous wound in 
the engagement; which, as it is an early proof 
of his courage, and of his concern for the liber- 
ties of Europe, ſo, we need not doubt, he will 
always citeem it as a ſignal mark of honour. 


d x Kings xii, 31. v» Pfl. exl. 73 
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As the victory was compleat, ſo God was 
pleaſed to crown not only the britiſh forces, but 
thoſe of our allies with much glory; and it is 


very wonderful, that conſidering the inequality 
of numbers, and the extraordinary fire of the 


French artillery, it ſhould appear, upon a cate- 
ful computation of the killed and wounded on 


both ſides, together with thoſe of the enemy 
which were drowned in their flight, that their 


loſs exceeded ours near three to one, and that it 


fell chiefly upon the flower of their troops. 
But further, if we confider the conſequen- 


ces that we may reaſonably expect from theſe 


firſt fruits of ſucceſs, if our ſins do not prevent, 
we may encourage ourſelves to hope for much 
more occaſion for thankigiving. The French 


army, whoſe generals, not long ago, boaſted 


they would give laws to the queen of Hungary 
from the walls of Vienna, is already retir'd, to 
ſeek a refuge within the borders of their own 
country : The emperor has laid down his arms: 
The brave prince Charles is approaching to join 
his Majeſty with an army of 60,000 men: And 
all Germany ſeems ready to acknowledge the 
King of great Britain to be the meſſenger of 
heaven for their deliverance, from the cruelty 
and rapine of the arms of France, and the fet- 
ters forg'd for them by that perfidious court, 

and to put the ſcale of their ſeveral intereſts in- 
to his juſt and equal hand. 

Nor can we eſteem it a conſequence of leſs 
importance, that the bad ſpirit, which has for 
4 long time been fomented among us in this na- 
| | | tion, 
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32 A Thankſgiving-Sermon 
tion, by French influence, and that has delu- 
ded ſo many of our countrymen into a behavi- - 
our towards their governors, very ill becoming 
the peace and liberty we have enjoy'd, ever 
fince the preſent illuſtrious family came to the 
throne, has, by this action, receiv'd as remark- 
able a victory at home. | | 

But, before I conclude, I muſt obſerve, that, 
as on this occaſion we are with great reaſon 
called upon to copy after David in his thankſ— 
givings ; ſo we may allo very juſtly join in his 

titions, that God would deliver us and our 
allies from the hand of theſe ſtrange children, whoſe 
mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and whoſe right hand is a 
right hand of falſbood. For if a ſettled hatred 
to our nation, if a determined enmity to that. 
liberty of conſcience, and that pure worſhip of 
God which we ſo happily enjoy, and if the 
molt inhuman treatment of their own brethren 
for their adherence to the true religion, many 
of whom have found an aſylum amongſt us, 
if theſe characters will denominate them frange 
children, it of juſt right belongs to them. And 
if we may lawfully complain to heaven againſt 
a people whoſe mouth fpeaketh vanity, I believe 
it will be allowed me that no nation under the 
ſun more righteouſly deſerves this character, 
than that whoſe princes have often publiſhed it 
to the world, as a reaſon ſufficient for them. to 
declare war againſt their neighbours, when they 
have thought it for their gory. Who cover the 
moſt wicked and deſti uftive actions under the 
prophaneneſs of a moft chriſtian direction, bg 

A | 1ght 
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fight under the banners of ly;ng vanities, and 
who, after the great and righteous God has 
voured the moſt public contempt on their 
councils and their arms, have oftentimes had 
vanity and impiety enough to ſing Te Deum, as 
if they were conquerors ; and ſo have blaſphe- 
mouſly mock'd heaven, in order to cover their 
ſhame upon earth. 
And yet further, if it may be ſaid of any peo- 
ple in the whole world, that their right hand 7s 
a right hand of falſbood, it may be ſurely ſaid 
ſo of that people, the faith of whoſe princes is 
become a proverb with all mankind; a faith 
that was moſt prophanely and barbarouſly vio- 
lated, with their proteſtant ſubjects, at the re- 
vocation of the edict of Nantæ, and has been 
ſcarce kept with any nation ever ſince. A nati- 
on Whoſe prime miniſters, to the great honour 
of the catholick cauſe, have been for a conſide- 
rable time a ſucceſſion of churchmen, who 
have ſcarce ever negotiated a treaty, but with a 
deſign to break it, upon the firſt opportunity that 
it might appear to be for the advantage of their 
prince. | Wes | 
_ - "-Tneed only mention the occaſion of the pre- 
ſent war. Tis well known that the very coun- 
try into which the French are retiring om the 
terror of his Majeſty's arms, and thoſe of his 
allies, was ceded to them by a treaty, in which 
they engag'd to guaranty the pragmatick ſan- 
&#10n: and it is as certain, that they have been 
ſo far from paying any regard to thoſe public 
and ſolemn engagements, that the immenſe 
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quantity of blood and treaſure which they have 
exhauſted during this war, has been with a 
moſt inhuman view, to ſtrip the queen of 
Hungary of her hereditary dominions, in or- 
der to pave the way for an increaſe of their own 
power. Their falſhood to Pruſſia, and the ra- 
vages they have made in Bavaria itſelf, the 
country of that unhappy prince, for whoſe ſer- 
vice they pretended at firſt to enter into the 
empire, are ſtill more flagrant inſtances, if 
poſſible, of their perfidy, and of the caution 
all princes for the future ought to uſe how they 
truſt em. Thus it may be well ſaid, their 
right hand is a right hand of falſhood. While, 


on the other fide, it is our great joy and ho- 


nour, and crowns the triumphs of this day, 
that the cauſe of our King 1s juſt and good, 
and that he is as famous all over the world for 
his integrity, as he is for his valour, and has in 
this glorious inſtance of both, exceeded all the 
princes in the world. This is alſo of God, 
and may our fouls be filled with gratitude. 
And now what remains, but that we humbly 
improve this ſeaſon, in the moſt religious 
thankſgivings, which our Sovereign, after the 
pattern of David, having offer'd up at the head 
of his troops, has commanded us alſo to ac- 
knowledge here at home. May our joy be ra- 
tional and religious, and our gratitude to hea- 
ven be manifeſted, by maintaining a continual 
war with our own corruptions. May we ne- 
ver ceaſe to pray for the ſafety and true glory of 
our King, and for every divine bleſſing on his 
Oil: ſacred 
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ſacred perſon, and on all his royal poſterity. May 


we ſtudy the things that make for the public 


peace and welfare, and if there be any Arange 
children left among us, who have forgotten their 


vows in the days of their diſtreſs, and when 


French counſels prevailed in this nation, may 
| God open their eyes, and humble them for their 

great ſin and folly. I hope none ſuch are to be 
. found among the e e diſſenters; and I 
am glad I have this opportunity to ſay, that it 
has adminiſter'd no ſmall pleaſure to a large aſ- 
ſembly of them in this city, to reflect that they, 
with the aſſiſtance of ſeveral of their miniſters, 
were warmly wreſtling with heaven for the 


ſalvation we now celebrate, at the very hour 


when the battle began. May that God who 


bas done theſe great things for us, while other 


nations are feeling the dreadful effects of his ven- 
geance by the deſolations of peſtilence, as well 
as war, lead us all to repentance, forgive our na- 
tional ſins, and continue his favour to us, that 
we may have many occaſions of this kind, to 
enter into his gates with thanꝭ giving, and into 
his courts with praiſe, | | 
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and applied to the preſent times. A Sermon AM 
preach'd in Little Wild-flreet, November 5. = 
1740. The Fifth Edition 4 bn 
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ATIONAL Ingratitude ' exemplified 1 


in the caſe of Gideon and his Family, 
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